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PRESS RELEA5E FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUN5TAN. 30/8/73. 
A further $16,000 will be spent on a programme of 
drilling by the Department of Mines in the Upper 
Murray districts to determine the distribution of 
groundwater the Premier and Mines Minister, Mr. Dunstan 
announced today. 
Drilling jDp-cfan last April and a total of 22 holes 
from 10/to 3D metres deep have been completed. 
further 13 holes are proposed on the north bank 
of—.the river. 
They will provide information as to regional groundwater 
trends over an area of 2500 square kilometres. 
Mr. Dunstan said the Mines Department had reported that 
completed holes have all intersected the natural 
l 
occurring highly saline ground water, and have 
indicated a fairly flat groundwater table, with a 
gentle gradient from the south towards the river. 
This suggests that naturally occurring salt inflows 
to the river are.small. 
The results of the drilling programme, when combined 
with results of work being carried out in the irrigation 
areas by the Engineering and Water Supply Department, 
will show the effects on the regional groundwater of 
the intensive irrigation in the Upper Murray Areat. 
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